
“Artists on Our Radar” is a monthly series focused on five artists who have our attention. 
Utilizing our art expertise and Artsy data, we’ve determined which artists made an impact this 
past month through new gallery representation, exhibitions, 
auctions, art fairs, or fresh works on Artsy.

Dreamy Afro-surrealist visions emerge from Akea Brionne’s layered works, which blend lens-based 
media, collage, and vibrant tapestries. Brionne’s practice delves into American and Caribbean colo-
nial history, examining the lasting consequences of migration and displacement, and their impact on 
contemporary Black experiences of identity and belonging. Brionne’s influence is undeniable: She 
was recently named to Forbes’s 30 Under 30 list for 2024 in the Art & Style category.



This recognition coincided with a solo exhibition, “Trying to Remember,” at Library Street Collective 
in Detroit. Among the works on view was The Paradox of Eve (2023), a surrealistic portrait into which 
Brionne weaves biblical references. The forbidden apple held by the titular character becomes a lens 
through which the artist examines complex questions of morality and women’s self-discovery, rooted 
in her experience of growing up in a strict religious household.

Personal history also animates Mississippi Goddamn (2022), which combines archival and 
contemporary footage in a film set in Brionne’s familial home of Columbus, Mississippi. The artist’s 
body of work lends a voice to the untold stories of the American South, preserving memories that 
echo within marginalized communities today.

Brionne received her BFA from the Maryland Institute College of Art and her MFA from Cranbrook 
Academy of Art, where she was awarded the Gilbert Fellowship. Her work has been exhibited at the 
Brooklyn Museum and is held in the collections of the Baltimore Museum of Art and the Cranbrook 
Museum of Art, among others.

—Adeola Gay


